Actat. 58.J   Johnson's conversation, with the King.        39
His Majesty began by observing, that ho understood he-came sometimes to the library; and then mentioning his having- heard that the Doctor had been lately at, Oxford1, asked him if he was not fond of going thither. To which Johnson answered, that he was indeed fond of going to Ox-ford sometimes, but was likewise glad to come buck again. The King then asked him what they were doing at Oxford. Johnson answered, he could not much commend their diligence, but that in some respects they were mended, for they had put their press under better regulations, and were at that time printing Polybius. lie was then asked whet Inn-there were better libraries at Oxford or Cambridge, lie answered, he believed the Bodleian was larger than any they had at Cambridge; at the same time adding,1 I hope, whether we have more books or not than they havr at Cambridge, we shall make as good use of them as liny do.1 Being asked whether All-Souls or Chrisl-Church library'1'
minute, the original of which is among the papers of the l;Ui« Sir James Calclwell, and a copy of which was most obligingly obtained fur me from his son Sir John C'aidwe 11, hy Sir Francis I.umm. To ull these gentlemen I hog leave to make; my grateful acknowledgement*!, and particularly to Sir Francis Luinni, who was pleased to taken great deal of trouble, and even had the minute laid before the King by J.mtl Caermarthen, now Duke of Leeds, then one of his Majesty1:. 1'ihicipal Secretaries of State, who announced to Sir Francis the Roy.d pleasure concerning it hy a letter, in these words: ' 1 have the ICiiif^i eom-nuinds to assure you, Sir, how sensible his Majesty is of your attention in communicating the minute of the conversation previous to !IN publication. As there appears no objection to your complying with Mr. Boswell's wishes on the subject, you uru ut full liberty to deliver it to that gentleman, to make such use of in his Life <>/ />r. /<»/*//v<w. u«t he may think proper.' UOSWKI.I.. In 1790, HoswHl published in a quarto sheet of eight pages 'A conversation between I Us JA».tf ,s'»/< w/ 3f«j?.\ty George HI and Samuel Johnson, LLl), Jt/uxtmft't/ with tHwi'ttfititi*. By James Jtomell, /•>/. London, Frintstt h Henry /ittMwfn, /,>r Charles Dilly in the Poultry, iM 1)L '('X(', /'/•/>v //«//'!»/-(////V/m, /•.//-tcredin the Hall-Hook of I he Company of Stationers'' It i.s of the smue impression as the first edition of the, Life ofjohnsm.
1 After Michaelmas, 1766.   See ante, ii. 28.
3 Sec jfJw/, May 31, 1769, note.
wasl exer tions for civilizing and improving the Parish of which he was Miniate; for upwards of fifty years, entitle him to the gratitude of his country and the veneration of all good men. It certainly would be a pity, i
